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1Timothy 3:1-7 (CSB)

1 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer, 
he desires a noble work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, 
not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must 
manage his own household competently and have his children 
under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become 
conceited and incur the same condemnation as the devil. 
7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, 
so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.
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1Timothy 3:1-7 talks about the qualifications of a pastor.
But, even for a pastor, everything starts at home (3:4-5).

1Timothy 3:1-7 (CSB)

1 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer, 
he desires a noble work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, 
not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must 
manage his own household competently and have his children 
under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become 
conceited and incur the same condemnation as the devil. 
7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, 
so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.
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What should a godly Christian father do for his family?

What should a godly Christian father do for his family?
He should pastor his family as his flock from God.
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1. Follow Christ & lead his children to follow Christ (3:6)

1Timothy 3:1-7 (CSB)

1 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer, 
he desires a noble work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, 
not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must 
manage his own household competently and have his children 
under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become 
conceited and incur the same condemnation as the devil. 
7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, 
so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.
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1. Follow Christ & lead his children to follow Christ (3:6)
– Foundational

– From a new convert to a seasoned believer

– A growing Christian

– A disciple-maker (e.g. Ac 16:31-34)

1. Follow Christ & lead his children to follow Christ (3:6)

2. Protect his marriage (3:2)
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1Timothy 3:1-7 (CSB)

1 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer, 
he desires a noble work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, 
not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must 
manage his own household competently and have his children 
under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become 
conceited and incur the same condemnation as the devil. 
7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, 
so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.

2. Protect his marriage (3:2)
– “One wife” (1Tim 3:2), present condition is in view.

– Not just being “faithful,” but “protect”

– #1 way to protect his family & his children’s growth
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2. Protect his marriage (3:2)
– “One wife” (1Tim 3:2), present condition is in view.

– Not just being “faithful,” but “protect”

– #1 way to protect his family & his children’s growth

– Take leadership to protect his marriage (Matthew 19:4-6; cf. Gen 2:24-25;

Ephesians 5:23)
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1. Follow Christ & lead his children to follow Christ (3:6)

2. Protect his marriage (3:2)

3. Model Christ-like character (3:2-3, 7)

1Timothy 3:1-7 (CSB)

1 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer, 
he desires a noble work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, 
not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must 
manage his own household competently and have his children 
under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become 
conceited and incur the same condemnation as the devil. 
7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, 
so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.
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1. Follow Christ & lead his children to follow Christ (3:6)

2. Protect his marriage (3:2)

3. Model Christ-like character (3:2-3, 7)

4. Teach the truth of God (3:2)

1Timothy 3:1-7 (CSB)

1 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer, 
he desires a noble work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, 
not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must 
manage his own household competently and have his children 
under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become 
conceited and incur the same condemnation as the devil. 
7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, 
so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.
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4. Teach the truth of God (3:2)
– Explaining + instilling Bible truth

– Capture his child’s mind to the obedience of Christ (2Cor 10:5)

– Be a student of God’s Word

1. Follow Christ & lead his children to follow Christ (3:6)

2. Protect his marriage (3:2)

3. Model Christ-like character (3:2-3, 7)

4. Teach the truth of God (3:2)

5. Train up his children through good relationship 
(3:4-5; Ps 103:13; Eph 6:4)
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1Timothy 3:1-7 (CSB)

1 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer, 
he desires a noble work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, 
not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must 
manage his own household competently and have his children 
under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become 
conceited and incur the same condemnation as the devil. 
7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, 
so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.

5. Train up his children through good relationship 
(3:4-5; Ps 103:13; Eph 6:4)
– “to manage” = to influence others in order to cause them to follow a 

recommended course of action

– “under control” = to submit to your directives  
≠ controlling 

– Through relationship & influence

– Protect that relationship!
– Time is limited.
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1. Follow Christ & lead his children to follow Christ (3:6)

2. Protect his marriage (3:2)

3. Model Christ-like character (3:2-3, 7)

4. Teach Bible truth (3:2)

5. Train up his children through good relationship 
(3:4-5; Ps 103:13; Eph 6:4)

Whatever you expect to see in your pastor
is what your child wants to see in you.
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** Be Christ’s undershepherd for your family


